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Welcome Message from the Editor-in-Chief

WADI: International Interdisciplinary Research Journal (I11RJ)

Dear Scholars, Researchers, and Readers,

It is with great pride and enthusiasm that | welcome you to the WADI: International Interdisciplinary Research Journal
(WADI-IIRJ)—a platform born out of the vision to bridge disciplines, inspire innovation, and promote inclusive academic
dialogue.

In today’s world of complex challenges and rapid change, knowledge can no longer exist in silos. Our journal is
committed to encouraging interdisciplinary research that crosses conventional boundaries, embraces multilingual
expression, and reflects the diverse intellectual traditions of India and the global academic community.

Whether your focus is in education, social science, humanities, environmental studies, tribal culture, development
studies, or any emerging interdisciplinary area, WADI-IIRJ is dedicated to nurturing original ideas, bold inquiries, and
impactful findings.

We particularly encourage contributions in English, Hindi, and Marathi, upholding our belief that language should not
be a barrier to the dissemination of knowledge. Our rigorous double-blind peer review, open access policy, and affordable
processing model ensure that quality and accessibility go hand in hand.

I extend my heartfelt thanks to the editorial board, peer reviewers, and contributors who have laid the foundation for
this academic journey. | invite researchers, practitioners, and students to submit their valuable work and be part of this
evolving academic conversation.

Let us walk together in the spirit of inquiry, ethics, and excellence.

Warm regards,
Dr. Santosh Khirade
Editor-in-Chief

WADI: International Interdisciplinary Research Journal
Email: wadijournal@gmail.com.
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Cybersecurity Awareness among University Students:
A Case Study of KBC North Maharashtra University

Digambar Parkash Savakare
Muktainagar,
Dist. Jalgaon, Maharashtra, Indi.

Abstract :

In the digital era, cybersecurity awareness is crucial for protecting sensitive information and ensuring safe online
practices, particularly among university students who extensively use digital resources for academic and personal
purposes. This study examines the level of cybersecurity awareness among undergraduate (UG) and postgraduate (PG)
students at KBC North Maharashtra University, Jalgaon. Using a survey method, data were collected from 100 students
through a structured questionnaire. The study investigates differences in cybersecurity awareness based on academic level,
gender, and rural-urban backgrounds. Statistical analyses, including t-tests, revealed significant differences in awareness
between UG and PG students, but no significant differences based on gender or rural-urban background. Key findings
indicate that while students have basic awareness, gaps exist in understanding specific threats like phishing and secure
password practices. Recommendations include implementing mandatory cybersecurity training and workshops to enhance
awareness.

Keywords : Cybersecurity Awareness, University Students, Digital Safety, Phishing, Password Security, Higher

Education, Rural-Urban Divide, Undergraduate, Postgraduate, Information Security Training.

Introduction :

The rapid proliferation of digital technologies has
transformed education, with university students
increasingly relying on online platforms, social media,
cloud storage, and digital transactions. However, this
digital dependency exposes students to cyber threats such
as hacking, phishing, malware, and identity theft.
Cybersecurity, defined as the protection of computer
systems, networks, and digital data from unauthorized
access or damage, is critical in safeguarding academic
and personal information (Shinde, 2023). Despite the
growing importance of cybersecurity, studies suggest
that university students often lack adequate knowledge
of cyber threats and protective measures, increasing their
vulnerability (Patil, 2023).

This research focuses on assessing cybersecurity
awareness among university students at KBC North
Maharashtra  University, Jalgaon. By analyzing
awareness levels across academic levels, gender, and
geographic backgrounds, the study aims to identify gaps
and propose strategies for enhancing cybersecurity
education. The findings are expected to inform
educational policies and training programs to foster a
secure digital environment.

Significance of the Study :

Cybersecurity is not merely a technical issue but a
critical component of daily life in the digital age. For
university students, who heavily utilize digital tools for
academic and personal activities, cybersecurity

Publisher : PRIME PUBLISHING HOUSE

awareness is essential to protect sensitive data, maintain
academic integrity, and ensure personal safety.

This study is significant as it :

. Highlights the level of cybersecurity
awareness among university students.

o Identifies gaps in knowledge and practices
that increase vulnerability to cyber threats.

o Provides insights for educational institutions
to develop targeted cybersecurity training
programs.

o Contributes to the formulation of policies to
enhance digital safety in academic settings.

Objectives :

The study aims to :

1. To Assess the level of cybersecurity
awareness among UG and PG students at
KBC North Maharashtra University.

2. To Analyze differences in cybersecurity
awareness between UG and PG students at
UG and PG levels.

3. To Compare cybersecurity awareness
between male and female students at UG and
PG levels.

4. To Analyze differences in cybersecurity
awareness between rural and urban students at
UG and PG levels.

Hypotheses : The following null hypotheses were

tested:
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1. There is no significant difference in
cybersecurity awareness test scores between
UG and PG students.

2. There is no significant difference in
cybersecurity awareness test scores between
male and female students at UG and PG
levels.

3. There is no significant difference in
cybersecurity awareness test scores between
rural and urban students at UG and PG levels.

Sample and Sampling Technique :

The study involved a sample of 100 students from
KBC North Maharashtra  University, Jalgaon,
comprising 37 UG and 64 PG students. The sample was
selected using a purposive sampling technique to ensure
representation from both academic levels, genders, and
rural-urban backgrounds. The sample inc

luded :
Category Count
UG Students 37
PG Students 64

Rural Students 75
Urban Students 32
Male Students 90
Female Students 11

The sampling was limited to university department
in KBC North Maharashtra University campus.

Tools Used :

A structured questionnaire was developed to assess
cybersecurity awareness among students. It comprised
questions related to basic cybersecurity concepts such as
password security and the use of antivirus software.
Additionally, it included items measuring awareness of
cyber threats like phishing, malware, and ransomware.
The questionnaire also addressed safe online practices,
including avoiding suspicious links and using two-factor
authentication. To ensure the tool's reliability and
relevance, it was designed based on findings from prior
studies and validated by subject matter experts. This
validation process ensured that the questions were
appropriate, clear, and capable of effectively capturing
cybersecurity awareness levels.

Analysis and Interpretation of Data :

The analysis focused on the distribution of
cybersecurity awareness test scores and comparisons
across groups. The results are presented in the following
tables:

Peer Reviewed Journal
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Table 1 Distribution of Cybersecurity
Awareness Test Scores (PG Students)

Gro N | Me Medi | Mo | SD Kurto | Skewn
up an an de sis ess
(M) | (Md) | (Mo (Ku) (Sku)
)
PG 6 | 946 | 955 100 | 15. -0.32 -0.13
4 10 37
Table 2 Distribution of Cybersecurity

Awareness Test Scores (Rural Students)

Gro | N| Me | Medi | Mo | SD | Kurto | Skewn
up an an de sis ess
(M) | (Md) | (Mo (Ku) (Sku)
)
Rura | 7 | 924 | 92 100 | 17. | 2.26 -0.74
| 5|5 01
Table 3 Distribution of Cybersecurity

Awareness Test Scores (Urban Students)

Gro | N| Me | Medi | Mo | SD | Kurto | Skewn
up an an de sis ess
(M) | (Md) | (Mo (Ku) (Sku)
)
Urba | 3 | 883 | 91 100 | 19. | 1.27 -0.77
n 210 65
Table 4: t-Test Results for UG vs. PG Students
Gro | N | Mea | SD |d | Obtain | Tab | Significa
up n f |ed ¢t |let-|nce
(M) value valu
e
uG 3 (835|237 |9 |-285 1.98 | Reject
7 11 7 9
PG 6 | 946 | 15.3
4 10 7

Interpretation: The obtained t-value (-2.85)
exceeds the table t-value (1.98) at df=99 and p<0.01,
leading to the rejection of the null hypothesis. This
indicates a significant difference in cybersecurity
awareness between UG and PG students, with PG
students demonstrating higher awareness (M=94.60)
compared to UG students (M=83.51).

Table 5: t-Test Results for Male vs. Female
Students
Grou | N | Mea | SD | d | Obtain | Tab | Significa

p n f |ed t|let | nce
(M) value valu
e
Male 918 | 189 | 9 | 0.46 1.98 | Accept

Fema 89.0 | 18.3

le

= RO ©
o
o
[{e}
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Interpretation: The obtained t-value (0.46) is less
than the table t-value (1.98) at df=99 and p<0.01, leading
to the acceptance of the null hypothesis. There is no

significant

difference in cybersecurity awareness

between male and female students.
Major Findings :

1.

PG students exhibit significantly higher
cybersecurity awareness (M=94.60)
compared to UG students (M=83.51),
suggesting that advanced academic exposure
enhances awareness.

No significant difference was found in
cybersecurity awareness between male
(M=91.80) and female (M=89.00) students,
indicating similar knowledge levels.

Rural (M=92.45) and urban (M=88.30)
students showed comparable cybersecurity
awareness, suggesting geographic
background does not significantly influence
awareness.

Approximately 25% of students require
additional training on basic cybersecurity
concepts, and 33% do not regularly change
passwords, increasing vulnerability.
Awareness of specific threats like phishing
(e.g., spear phishing, smishing) is low, with
many students unaware of these risks.

Over 83% of students support mandatory
cybersecurity  training programs  at
universities.

Recommendations :

1.

Implement mandatory cybersecurity training
in university curricula, focusing on password
security, phishing prevention, and safe online
practices.

Organize regular workshops and seminars to
enhance awareness, particularly targeting
specific threats like phishing and malware.

Publisher : PRIME PUBLISHING HOUSE
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3. Increase female participation in cybersecurity
training to address gender-specific needs.

4, Promote awareness of cybercrime reporting
procedures and legal frameworks like the IT
Act, 2000.

5. Encourage the use of  two-factor
authentication (2FA) and regular software
updates through awareness campaigns.
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An Analytical study of Ph.D. Researches in Education Faculty of Kavayitri
Bahinabai Chaudhari North Maharashtra University, Jalgaon

Jayashri Ramrao Patil
Ph.D. Research Fellow, Department of Education,
Kavayitri Bahinabai Chaudhari North Maharashtra University, Jalgaon.

Dr. Santosh K. Khirade

Assistant Professor, Department of Education,
Kavayitri Bahinabai Chaudhari North Maharashtra University, Jalgaon.

Abstract :

This study presents an analytical overview of Ph.D. research conducted in the Faculty of Education at Kavayitri
Bahinabai Chaudhari North Maharashtra University, Jalgaon. It examines the trends, thematic areas, research
methodologies, and scholarly contributions of doctoral work from 2010 to 2023. The analysis highlights shifts in research
focus, the relevance of topics to contemporary educational challenges, and the academic rigor of submitted theses.
Findings reveal an increasing inclination toward interdisciplinary studies and qualitative approaches. The study aims to
inform future researchers, academicians, and policy-makers about the progress, gaps, and emerging opportunities in

educational research within the university framework.

Keywords : Social Science, Technology, Philosophy, Languages, Survey, Experimental, Historical Research Method,

Educational Stages, New Trends.

Introduction :

Ph.D. means Doctor of Philosophy. Ph.D.is a highest
degree in the educational field.Ph.D.is not in a specific
subject but we do Ph.D. in all subjects in the university
level. We are all familiar with the process of getting the
degree of Ph.D. In the education faculty there are many
research areas including Social Science, Technology,
Science, Languages, Philosophy, Psychology, and
Methods of Teaching for different subjects. Like this in
the Education faculty many research methods are uses
for the research they are Survey Research method, an
Experimental Research method, Historical Research
method etc.

In the thesis the second chapter is related on the
review. Review are related to the material and related
researches. Taking of review is important and beneficial
for the researchers’. Because of taking review we know
about the previous researches and how the study was
conducted, and then the main objectives and major
findings were studied by the researcher. Also which
method was used, how the data was collected for the
particular study, which design was used, how the
sampling technique was used? All these things we saw
and studied from the review of researches.

In the present research paper researchers are made
an attempt to focus on the research areas and methods
and stages of researches in the education faculty in the

Peer Reviewed Journal

Kavayitri Bahinabai Chaudhari North Maharashtra
University, Jalgaon.

Significance of Review of related researches :

Review of related literature is important for the
research study. There is a traditional method and well
known belief that while taking a review of related
researches to give a summary of the research study and
other sources of related research. Review of related
researches gave the proper direction for the own research
study. When we read the researches we are aware of
about the fields, areas of researches and much more. We
understand how the particular research topic has been
studied by a researcher; then we can found a gap between
the old researches and current issues related to the topic
of research study. The review of related researches
establishes the researcher’s knowledge and the
understanding level regarding to the particular field.
Through review of related researches we observe that
which particular field more researches have been already
done. Review of related researches gives the proper
background of the research study through this we
observe that which area is neglected and in which field
research is needed. Review of related researches
provides the facility and helps to understand the strong
and weak points of the particular research work and gives
a proper direction for adopting a proper research
methodology. From the review of related researches we
found the similarity and uniqueness of the research study.

Website : www.eduwadi.in
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We can found the new emerging trends and approaches.
By reading review of related researches which problems
are unsolved, which field is neglected and what the need
of society is. Review of related researches saves time and
money of the researcher because the researcher chooses
the proper methodology, how to collect data properly and
accurately for his own research study. So the problem of
plagiarism is prevented by the researcher through the
review of related researches; the other’s original work is
not repeated in the field of research. So review of related
researches is important.

Review of Related Researches :

The Importance of Literature Review in Research
Writing-Pubrica.com.In the present research article the
researcher told about the importance of literature review
for research writing. Researcher also focused on the
previous research work in the different field and different
sources like articles, scientific journals etc. The review
of literature is different from the field to field. In the
present article author also gave the reasons for the
importance of review of literature in research writing.
Other researcher found the gap so they search for new
topic, new facts, new theories that adds price to the
research work.

How to write the literature review of your research
paper-Dr. Rishibha Sachdev’s article in Study
Background and Introduction, in the present article
author told about the types of literature review; they are
surveying and critically reading the existing literature
and theoretical review.

Five Reasons the Literature Review is Crucial to
Your Paper-getproofed.com. In this article several
reasons for the review of literature. But 5 reasons are
most important they are to demonstrate understanding, to
justify your research because the review of literature
plays a vital role in the research procedure. Then setting
a theoretical framework and developing a methodology.
In this part the researcher adopt the suitable research
method, data collection process and techniques for
analysis, lastly to support your own findings. These are
the five reasons for literature review is crucial to your
paper.

Objectives :

The present research study was considered to
achieve the following objectives-

1. To study the Educational Ph.D. researches under

KBCNMU Jalgaon.

2. Tostudy the Educational Ph.D. researches as per

the field of Research.
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3. Tostudy the Educational Ph.D. researches as per
the Research Methods.

4. Tostudy the Educational Ph.D. researches as per
the Educational Stages.

Tools :

In the present research study the data has been
collected by visiting Knowledge Resource Centre of
KBCNMU, Jalgaon. Then collected all the information
including title of the research, name of guide, name of
researcher, year etc.

Research Methodology :

In the present research study the Document Analysis
Research Method was used.

Sample :

In the present research study the sample was taken
as all available titles of theses in Education faculty in the
Knowledge Resource Centre of KBCNMU, Jalgaon.

Scope and Limitations :

The scope of the present research study was limited
for the KBCNMU, Jalgaon. Only the available theses in
the Education Faculty, in the Knowledge Resource
Centre KBCNMU, Jalgaon included for the study. So the
study was limited only for the KBCNMU, Jalgaon.

Data Analysis :

In the present research study the data was collected
by visiting Knowledge Resource Centre of KBCNMU
Jalgaon. The researcher has been collected total one
hundred seventeen researches titles and then made a
chart of serial no, student’s name, title, year, guide’s
name etc. After this researcher has been classified the
collected information into the Fields of Research, Stages
of Education, Methods of Researches etc.

Findings of the study :

1. There are no researches in the field of research

i.e. Guidance and Counselling, Curriculum,
Factors of  Achievement,  Educational
Evaluation and Examination, Comparative
Education, Economics of Education, Informal
Education, Productive Work, Education of
Social Science, Education of Mathematics,
Women’s Education etc. So there is more scope
for research in these fields of research.

2. Very few researchers use Historical Research
Method and an Experimental Research Method
for the research.

3. Most of the researchers use Survey Research
Method for the Research.

4. Very few researches are done at the stages of
Pre-primary, Primary, Higher Secondary, and

Higher Education.
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Most of the researches are done at the stages of
Secondary and Teacher Education.
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Abstract :

In the present research paper, the researcher studied the review of research on English and other subjects. The main
objective of the study was to analyse the review of the research. So the researcher took the 44 kinds of research for the
study. All the researches were related to the English subject and other subjects. From the review of the researches the
researcher used the different methods, techniques, approaches, developed programmes and saw their effectiveness on the
different levels. Some researches were surveys and mostly Experiment research. The researcher analysed the collected
data by preparing a self-prepared analysis chart. The researcher collected the data from the internet and Buch Volume

Research in Education.

Keywords : Research, Technology, Constructivism, Methods, Approach, Techniques, CAl, Memory Model,
Collaborative Learning Technique, CIRC Technique, CLM, Co-Operative Learning.

Introduction :

In the field of Education and other areas, we find
new ideas, techniques, tools, methods and much more.
We find these because of many problems faced in many
societies and all relevant fields. On the remedy to these
problems, we thought about the solution the problems
systematically and significantly. So we are called this
research. Research means to find out again and again.
Research is important in the world of technology and
knowledge in every field. There are many types of
research. Some research is fundamental some are action
research, some are survey research and experimental. In
this paper, researchers have studied the review of
researches of different research methods used by
researchers in the different universities for teaching and
learning of English language, skills in the textbook,
grammar etc. In this review of research, some research
related methods of teaching the English language some
related to computer-assisted Instructional material some

Need & Importance of the Study :

In this process of teaching and learning teacher is
important. In constructivism, the teacher plays a vital
role. He/ she performs a different role in the teaching and
learning process. The teacher becomes a friend,
facilitator, guide, supervisor, counsellor and source of
knowledge. These changes occurred because of the
technology and research in the field of education.
Today's Education system is’ Child Centred ‘. So the
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place of the teacher changes as per the situation. In the
fields of Education many methods, models, techniques,
strategies, and approaches, were searched and developed
by educationalists and researchers. The review of
research is on the theories of teaching and learning some
are on the comparison of teaching and learning methods.
Some are on the development of LSRW skills in the
English language by using different techniques some
researches are related to the reading writing of students
some researches are related to the problems of reading
and writing in English. Some research is related to
communication skills. Researchers found out that some
researches are on the primary level. Some are on the
secondary level and some are educators. Some
researchers developed an instructional programme for
the English language. Some researchers studied the
problems of teaching and learning English in Zilha
Parishad schools. Some researchers saw the effectiveness
of multimedia. Some researchers found errors in written
English grammar. So the study is important for the
researcher to study the previous research work in
different universities from the websites Shodhganga
.inflibnet .ac.in and M.B.Buch Volume third, a fourth
and sixth survey in Education.
Review of Related Research :
1. A young researcher’s guide to writing a
literature review, Kakoli Majumder, In this
article author focused on what is a literature
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review? She also discussed the best approach to
writing a literature review Chronological,
thematic. Then how a literature review is
structured and gave the steps- Introduction,
Methods, Body, Discussion and Conclusion and
Reference List.

Secondary Research-the basics of narrative
reviews, systematic reviews and meta-
analysis, Dr. Shivanee Shabh, in this article the
author discussed the primary research and what
is the secondary research? It is important the
highlighting the future directions and helps to
identify the gaps in the current knowledge. She
gave the research article types 1-Narrative
reviews- include an introduction, main text,
conclusion, and reference list etc.2-Systematic
reviews-more detailed.3-Meta analysis-this is a
type of systematic review. These reviews are
helpful to understand the results.

A young researcher’s guide to a systematic
review, Kakoli Majumder, in this article
author told about what is a systematic review
because it includes grey literature. This grey
literature is important for the study. Qualitative,
Quantitative and meta-analysis are the types of
the systematic review. Writing a protocol is
most important. Campbell collaboration and
Cochrance collaboration PROISPERO are the
available protocol registries for systematic
review. A systematic review article follows the
following steps it includes a title, abstract,
introduction, methods, results, discussion and
references.

Six article types that journals publish: A
guide for early career researchers, Kakoli
Majumder, in this article author discussed the
different types of scholarly literature and the
types of publication in different fields —like the
field of Medicine, the field of Social Science.
Original research, Review articles, Clinical Case
studies, Clinical trials, Perspective, Opinion and
Commentary, and Book reviews are the possible
types of scientific publications.

Meta Analysis of the findings of the
Researches Carried on Teaching Methods of
Various Subjects, Dr. M.V. Indani, in the
present paper the researcher found out the
research carried out on the research
methodology. The researcher also compared the
researchers; sample type, research methods and
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findings of the researches and subjects. The data
was collected from the internet. The researcher
prepared the data analysis chart of 43 kinds of
research for classification. All 43 researches
found their teaching methods more effective
than the conventional method.
Objectives :
1. To search the research on English and other
subjects.
To find out which method was used for research.
To find out the research on the Primary level.
To find out the research on the Secondary level.
To find out the research on the Higher
Secondary level.

6. To find out the research on the student teachers'

level.

7. To find out the used methods, techniques,
models, and approaches for teaching English
and English grammar and other subjects.

Tools :

In the present research study, the researcher used a

self-prepared chart for data analysis.

The researcher includes the Sr. No., The Researchers
Name, Title of the Research Study, Year, Method used
for the Research, Technique/Approach/Method used for
Research, Subject, Level/class, Result /Conclusion.

The procedure of Data Collection :

In the research study the data has been collected
from the website Shodhganga, inflibnet.ac.in and
M.B.Buch Volume Research in Education. The research
is related to the English language & grammar.

Research Methodology :

In the research study, the Document Analysis
research method was used.

a bk~ owbd

Sample :
In the present research study 44 titles were included
from the M.B.Buch research volume,

Shodhganga.inflibnet.ac.in, Knowledge Resource Centre
of KBCNMU Jalgaon.
Findings :
1. In the present research study total of 40 kinds
of research on the English subject (91%) and
4 on the other subject (9%).
2. 11 kinds of research are on the Survey
Research Method (25%), 2 kinds of research
on the Mixed Research Method (5%), and 31
on the Experimental Research Method (70%).
3. There are 9 kinds of research on the Primary
level. (20%)
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4.

There are 25 kinds of research on the
Secondary level. (57%)

There are 4 kinds of research on the Higher
Secondary level. (9%)

There are 2 kinds of research on the Student
teachers level (5%), 1 on the pre-degree
students (2%) and 1 on the Polytechnique
students (2%) and 2 on the teachers(5%).

All 33 kinds of research proved positive
results for the research study.

Structural Approach, Discussion Method &
Lecture Method, Programmed Learning
Material, Concept Attainment Model, Teams-
games — Tournaments technique under
Cooperative Learning Method ,Synthetic
Phonic Method, Collaborative Technique,
Memory Technique &Memory Model,
Communicative approach, Concept
attainment Model and Inductive thinking
Model, Functional Communicative Approach,
CIRC  Technique, CLM, Multimedia
Teaching Programme, Constructivist
Instructional Model, Programmed Learning &
Computer Assisted Instruction Techniques
Multimedia  strategy, Digitalized  Self
Learning Material find out the positive results
and effective for teaching English and other
subjects.
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Abstract :

This research paper examines the familial, educational, and emotional condi- tions of students residing in children’s
homes, with a specific focus on Lilai Chil- dren’s Home in Jalgaon, Maharashtra. The study employs a case study
methodol- ogy to investigate the challenges faced by these students, who are often orphaned, neglected, or from
economically disadvantaged backgrounds. Data were collected from 32 students across two children’s homes in Jalgaon
using a self-designed ques- tionnaire, analyzed through descriptive and inferential statistics, including the Chi- Square
test. Key findings reveal that students experience significant emotional and social challenges, including feelings of
isolation and a desire for familial bonds, de- spite satisfactory institutional services. The study highlights the need for
enhanced counseling, skill-building workshops, and improved institutional support to foster the holistic development of
these students. Recommendations include regular coun- seling sessions, career guidance, and creative activities to nurture
their emotional and social well-being.

Keywords : Children’s Home, Case Study, Familial Conditions, Educational, Status, Emotional Well-being, Lilai

Children’s Home, Jalgaon

Introduction :

Children’s homes serve as critical institutions for
providing shelter, education, and emo- tional support to
vulnerable children, including orphans, neglected, or
economically dis- advantaged individuals. These
children often face unique challenges that impact their
emotional, social, and intellectual development. The
present study focuses on under- standing the familial,
educational, and emotional conditions of students in
children’s homes, with a specific reference to Lilai
Children’s Home in Jalgaon, Maharashtra. The research
aims to provide insights into the lived experiences of
these students and propose actionable recommendations
for improving their well-being.

Background :

The concept of children’s homes in India has
historical roots, evolving significantly since the British
colonial period. Industrialization led to economic
disparities, pushing rural populations toward urban areas,
resulting in increased poverty and neglect of children (?).
Social reformers like Mahatma Phule established
institutions such as the Bal Hatya Pratibandh Griha in
1863 to address these issues (?). Today, children’s homes
like Lilai Children’s Home provide shelter, education,
and rehabilitation services to children aged 6 to 16,
aiming to prepare them for independent and dignified
lives.
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Need and Importance :

Understanding the challenges faced by children in
institutional care is crucial for their holistic development.
These children, often deprived of familial support, face
emotional, social, and educational barriers that can lead
to inferiority complexes or despair (?). This study
addresses the need to explore their familial environment,
educational progress, and emotional health to inform
better institutional practices and policies. The research is
significant as it sheds light on the lived experiences of
these children, fostering empathy and informing
stakeholders about necessary interventions.

Research Obijectives :

The study pursues the following objectives :

1. To examine the familial conditions of students

in children’s homes.

2. To assess the educational status of students in

children’s homes.

3. To analyze the emotional well-being of students

in children’s homes.

Research Questions :

1. What are the familial conditions of students in

children’s homes?

2. What is the educational status of students in

children’s homes?

3. What is the emotional condition of students in
children’s homes?

Website : www.eduwadi.in
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Hypotheses :

1. The familial conditions of students in children’s

homes are of a low level.

2. The educational status of students in children’s

homes is excellent.

Scope and Limitations :

The study focuses on students in children’s homes in
Jalgaon district, specifically Lilai Children’s Home. It
examines their familial, educational, and emotional
conditions. The research is limited to Jalgaon district and
does not cover other regions or aspects beyond the
specified domains.

Review of Literature :

The literature review encompasses studies on
children’s homes, their role in child welfare, and the
challenges faced by resident children. ? Highlights the
historical evolution of child welfare in India,
emphasizing the role of institutions in providing care for
neglected children. ? Notes that children’s homes offer
essential services like food, shelter, and education but
often lack adequate emotional support. ? Discusses the
psychological and social challenges faced by
institutionalized children, including feelings of isolation
and low self-esteem. Previous research primarily focuses
on juvenile delinquents or observation homes, with
limited studies on the personal experiences of children in
children’s homes, making this study unique in its case
study approach.

Methodology :

Research Design :

The study adopts a case study methodology to gain
in-depth insights into the lives of students in children’s
homes. This qualitative approach allows for a
comprehensive  un-  derstanding of individual
experiences.

Population and Sample :

The population comprises 100 students from 10
children’s homes in Jalgaon district. A random sampling
method was used to select two children’s homes,
including Lilai Children’s Home, with a sample of 32
students.

Data Collection :

Data were collected using a self-designed
questionnaire covering familial, educational, and
emotional aspects. The questionnaire included both
closed-ended and open-ended questions to capture
quantitative and qualitative data.

Data Analysis :

Descriptive statistics (frequencies and percentages)
and inferential statistics (Chi-Square test) were used to
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analyze the data. The Chi-Square test assessed the
variation in re- sponses across different dimensions, with
a p-value threshold of 0.05 for significance.

Findings :

Familial Conditions :

e 46.875% of students belong to single-parent
families, while 31.25% are orphans or destitute.

e 59.375% reported a loving family environment
within the institution, but 31.25% identified as
orphans with no familial ties.

e 50% of students’ parents are engaged in manual
labor, and 65.625% reported that family income
sufficiently covers household expenses.

Educational Status :

e 625% of students are in higher primary
education, indicating a focus on founda- tional
learning.

e 90.625% aim to stay in the children’s home until
completing their education, re- flecting a
commitment to academic progress.

e Students expressed satisfaction with educational
facilities, but additional support like remedial
coaching is needed.

Emotional Well-being :

e Students experience occasional mental stress
and anxiety, with many selecting ”sometimes”
or “rarely” for stress-related questions.

e Social isolation and self-centeredness were
observed, with limited strong interper- sonal
relationships.

e A strong desire for family and social
contribution was evident, with 59.375% valuing
a loving environment and 62.5% reporting
positive treatment from caregivers.

Statistical Analysis :

The Chi-Square test yielded a value of 26.54 with a
p-value of 0.0328, indicating significant variation in
student responses (p < 0.05). This suggests that while
some institutional  services are  satisfactory,
improvements are needed in specific areas like emotional
support and social integration.

Discussion :

The findings highlight the complex interplay of
familial, educational, and emotional fac- tors in the lives
of children in homes. The predominance of adolescents
(60% aged 13— 16) underscores the need for targeted
interventions during this sensitive developmental phase.
The high percentage of students admitted through
parental consent (85%) sug- gests a need for stronger
emotional connections with caregivers to mitigate
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feelings of insecurity. The reliance on manual labor by
parents (50%) and the prevalence of loving yet
inconsistent family environments indicate economic and
emotional stressors impact- ing these children.
Educationally, the commitment to completing education
(90.625%) is promising, but additional academic support
is crucial. Emotionally, the presence of stress and social
isolation calls for enhanced counseling and social
engagement programs. The interest in cricket (78.125%)
and drawing (85%) reflects untapped creative potential
that can be harnessed for holistic development.

Conclusions :

The study reveals that students in children’s homes
face significant emotional and so- cial challenges,
despite satisfactory institutional services. They exhibit a
strong desire for familial bonds and social contribution
but require better guidance, counseling, and positive
interactions to address mental stress and social isolation.
The findings validate the hypothesis that familial
conditions are of a low level but challenge the
assumption of excellent educational status, indicating a
need for enhanced academic support.

Recommendations :

Based on the findings, the
recommendations are proposed :

1. Organize regular counseling sessions to address

emotional and social needs, partic- ularly for
adolescents.

following
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Conduct workshops on communication skills,
self-motivation, and emotional intel- ligence to
boost confidence.

Foster stronger connections between students,
caregivers, and institutional staff to create a
supportive environment.

Implement remedial coaching and tailored
teaching strategies to enhance educa- tional
outcomes.

Promote creative activities like sports, drawing,
and music to nurture students’ talents and
emotional well-being.

Enhance hygiene and health awareness
programs to support physical well-being.
Develop programs to instill social responsibility
and self-discipline among students.

Future Research Directions.

Future research could explore :

Peer Reviewed Journal

The impact of counseling on the mental health
of children’s home students.

The relationship between self-confidence and
decision-making in adolescents.

Comparative studies on educational progress in
institutional versus familial settings.

The effect of socio-economic backgrounds on
problem-solving abilities.
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Leveraging the National Service Scheme (NSS) for Digital Civic Engagement:
A Framework for 21st-Century Youth Empowerment
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CES’s B.P. Arts, S.M.A. Science and K.K.C. Commerce College,
Chalisgaon, Dist. Jalgaon

Abstract :

The National Service Scheme (NSS) in India has been a cornerstone of youth-led community service since its inception
in 1969. As digital technologies reshape civic participation, this paper proposes an innovative framework to integrate
digital tools into NSS activities to enhance civic engagement, digital literacy, and social impact. By analyzing the historical
evolution of NSS and its current challenges, such as administrative burdens and limited funding, this study introduces a
model for "Digital NSS" that leverages social media, mobile applications, and virtual volunteering to amplify the
program's reach and effectiveness. The research employs a mixed-methods approach, combining surveys of NSS volunteers
and program officers at Kavayitri Bahinabai Chaudhari North Maharashtra University (KBCNMU) with case studies of
digital civic initiatives globally. The findings suggest that digital integration can address NSS's operational challenges,
enhance volunteer engagement, and align the program with contemporary societal needs.

Keywords : National Service Scheme (NSS), Digital Civic Engagement, Community Service, Digital NSS.

Introduction :

The National Service Scheme (NSS), launched in
1969, has been instrumental in fostering social
responsibility and leadership among Indian youth. As
highlighted in Dr. Pankajkumar Shantaram Nannavare’s
thesis, NSS has evolved to address diverse societal
issues, from health and sanitation to environmental
conservation. However, challenges such as insufficient
funding, administrative complexities, and limited
volunteer participation persist. In the digital era, where
technology drives social change, integrating digital tools
into NSS can revolutionize its impact. This paper
proposes a novel "Digital NSS" framework, focusing on
virtual volunteering, digital literacy campaigns, and
technology-driven community service. The research
question is: How can digital technologies enhance NSS's
effectiveness in fostering civic engagement among
youth?

Literature Review :

The thesis underscores NSS's historical role in youth
development and its challenges, such as administrative
burdens and lack of women program officers. Existing
literature on digital civic engagement highlights
platforms like Change.org and mobile apps for
community organizing as effective tools for youth
participation. Studies by Sandal (2023) and Kumar &
Sharma (2020) emphasize NSS’s potential for skill
development but note its limited adoption of technology.
This paper bridges this gap by proposing a digital
transformation of NSS, drawing on global examples like
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Australia’s VolunteerHub, which uses apps to coordinate
volunteer activities.

Methodology :

This study adopts a mixed-methods approach :

. Quantitative Data: A survey of 200 NSS
volunteers and 50 program officers at
KBCNMU to assess attitudes toward digital
tools and current NSS challenges.

o Quialitative Data: Semi-structured interviews
with 10 NSS coordinators to explore barriers
to digital adoption.

o Case  Studies:  Analysis of digital
volunteering platforms in the US, UK, and
India to identify best practices.

o Tools: A 5-point Likert scale questionnaire
(inspired by the thesis’s methodology) to
gauge volunteer readiness for digital NSS
activities, supplemented by thematic analysis
of interview data.

Proposed Framework: Digital NSS :

The Digital NSS framework comprises three pillars

1. Virtual Volunteering Platform: Develop a
mobile app for NSS units to coordinate
activities, track volunteer hours, and share
impact stories. The app would feature
gamification elements (e.g., badges for
completed tasks) to boost engagement.

2. Digital  Literacy = Campaigns:  NSS
volunteers can lead online workshops on
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cybersecurity, digital financial literacy, and
social media ethics, addressing modern
societal needs.

3. Social Media Advocacy: Use platforms like

X to amplify NSS initiatives, encouraging
volunteers to create content (e.g., videos,
blogs) about their community service projects.

Findings and Analysis :

Preliminary survey results indicate that 85% of
volunteers are willing to use a digital platform for NSS
activities, but only 20% of program officers have training
in digital tools. Interviews reveal resistance due to lack
of infrastructure and technical skills. Case studies show
that digital platforms increase volunteer retention by
30% in similar programs globally. Chi-square analysis
(following the thesis’s methodology) confirms a
significant positive attitude toward digital integration (y*
=45.67, p < 0.05).

Discussion :

The findings align with the thesis’s observation of
high volunteer enthusiasm but highlight a gap in digital
infrastructure. The Digital NSS framework addresses
administrative challenges by streamlining reporting
through the app and reducing paperwork. It also tackles
gender-specific issues by enabling remote participation,
which could encourage more women volunteers. The
framework aligns NSS with 21st-century skills, such as
digital literacy, enhancing its relevance.
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Recommendations :

. Policy Integration: Advocate for government
funding to develop and maintain the Digital
NSS app.

. Training Programs: Implement workshops
for program officers on digital tools.

. Partnerships:  Collaborate  with  tech
companies to provide infrastructure and
expertise.

. Pilot Testing: Launch the Digital NSS
platform in select KBCNMU colleges before
nationwide rollout.

Conclusion :

The Digital NSS framework offers an innovative
approach to modernize NSS, addressing historical
challenges while aligning with contemporary needs. By
fostering digital civic engagement, NSS can empower
youth to drive social change more effectively.
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Abstract :

This study investigates the ego attitude among B.Ed. student-teachers in Jal- gaon city, focusing on gender-based
differences between male and female trainees. Utilizing a survey method, data were collected from 51 B.Ed. student-
teachers (33 males and 18 females) from 15 colleges using Dr. Samani Shreeyas Pragya’s Ego Scale. The analysis
employed descriptive statistics (mean, median, mode, standard deviation, skewness, kurtosis) and inferential statistics (t-
test) to examine ego atti- tude levels and gender differences. Findings reveal that 54.89% of student-teachers exhibit above-
average ego attitudes, with male student-teachers showing a higher tendency toward extremely low ego (30.30%) and
females displaying above-average ego (50%). However, no statistically significant difference was found in the mean ego
attitude scores between genders (t = -1.28, df = 49, p > 0.01). The study underscores the need for balanced ego
development in teacher training programs to enhance professional effectiveness. Recommendations include workshops on
emo- tional intelligence, self-awareness, and leadership to address varying ego levels. This research contributes to
understanding psychological attributes in teacher education and informs curriculum development.

Keywords : Ego, Attitude, B.Ed., Student-Teachers.

Introduction :

The personality of a teacher significantly influences
their teaching effectiveness, classroom management, and
student interactions. Among various personality traits,
ego attitude a psychological construct related to self-
esteem, self-perception, and social interactions plays a
pivotal role in shaping a teacher’s professional and
personal demeanor. Ego attitude, as defined in this study,
refers to an individual’s tendency to prioritize self-worth,
sometimes leading to self-centeredness or superiority,
which can impact decision-making and interpersonal
relationships.

In the context of teacher education, the Bachelor of
Education (B.Ed.) program is a critical phase for
developing professional competencies and personal
growth. However, ego attitude can pose challenges, as
excessive ego may lead to rigidity, while low ego might
result in a lack of confidence. This study focuses on
comparing ego attitudes between male and female B.Ed.
student-teachers in Jalgaon city, as gender differences
may influence personality traits due to social and cultural
factors.

Drawing from the epic Sundarakanda in the
Ramayana, where Ravana’s ego-driven decisions led to
catastrophic consequences, this research underscores the
importance of understanding ego in shaping effective
educators. The study aims to analyze ego atti- tudes,
identify gender-based differences, and propose strategies
to foster balanced ego development in teacher training.
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Literature Review :

The concept of ego attitude is rooted in
psychological theories, notably Sigmund Freud’s
psychoanalytic framework, which divides personality
into the id, ego, and superego. The ego, operating on the
reality principle, balances instinctual desires (id) and
moral constraints (superego). Excessive ego can manifest
as arrogance or self-centeredness, adversely affecting
interpersonal dynamics (Freud, 1923). Erik Erikson’s
psychosocial development theory further emphasizes the
role of social interactions in shaping ego across life
stages, highlighting the importance of balanced ego for
personal growth (Erikson, 1968).

Previous studies have explored teacher personality
traits and their impact on profes- sional efficacy. Gunjal
(2009) found that urban secondary teachers in Jalgaon
exhibited higher job satisfaction, suggesting a link
between professional contentment and balanced ego.
Shinde (2010) reported high teaching competencies
among B.Ed. student-teachers, indicating a potential
correlation with self-confidence and ego attitude. Pagare
(2011) compared job satisfaction between regular and
open university B.Ed. graduates, finding no significant
differences, suggesting that ego attitude may be
independent of training mode. Sheikh (2009) and
Baviskar (2010) highlighted the influence of teacher
aptitude and student interest on teaching effectiveness,
indirectly related to ego dynamics. Patil (2008) noted
gender differences in teaching aptitude, with male
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teachers showing higher interest, which may relate to ego
expression.

Despite these studies, there is a gap in research
specifically addressing ego attitude among B.Ed.
student-teachers with a gender-based comparative
approach. This study fills this gap by analyzing ego
levels and their implications for teacher training.

Significance of the Study :

Quality teacher education is vital for India’s
educational progress, as teachers shape the nation’s
future. The B.Ed. program not only imparts pedagogical
skills but also fosters emotional intelligence,
communication, and personality development. Ego
attitude, as a determinant of behavior, can influence
teaching styles, student relationships, and profes- sional
collaboration. Excessive ego may hinder teamwork,
while low ego could undermine leadership.
Understanding these dynamics is crucial for designing
effective training pro- grams.

This study is significant as it: - Provides insights into
the psychological attributes of future teachers. -
Identifies gender-based differences in ego attitude,
informing tailored interventions. - Contributes to
curriculum development by highlighting the need for ego
balance. - Supports UNESCO’s emphasis on lifelong
learning and addressing societal challenges through
vocational education (Ouane, 2002).

Objectives :

The study aims to: 1. Investigate the ego attitude of
male B.Ed. student-teachers. 2. Examine the ego attitude
of female B.Ed. student-teachers. 3. Compare the ego
attitudes of male and female B.Ed. student-teachers.

Hypotheses :

The following null hypotheses were tested :

1. Male B.Ed. student-teachers exhibit low ego

attitude.

2. Female B.Ed. student-teachers exhibit low ego

attitude.

3. There is no significant difference in the mean

ego attitude scores between male and female
B.Ed. student-teachers.

Research Methodology :

This study adopted a survey method, widely used in
educational and social research for its ability to collect
data on attitudes and behaviors. The survey method
facilitated the collection of quantitative data through a
standardized tool, allowing for statistical analysis of ego
attitudes among B.Ed. student-teachers.

Sample and Sampling Technique :

Peer Reviewed Journal

The population comprised 1500 B.Ed. student-
teachers from 15 colleges in Jalgaon city during the
2024-2025 academic year. A sample of 51 student-
teachers (33 males and 18 females) was selected using a
stratified random sampling technique, ensuring
representa- tion of both genders. The sample size was
determined based on feasibility and statistical
requirements.

Tools Used :

The Ego Scale by Dr. Samani Shreeyas Pragya,
comprising 50 questions, was used to measure ego
attitude. Responses were recorded on a 5-point Likert
scale (Strongly Agree, Agree, Neutral, Disagree,
Strongly Disagree). The scale’s reliability and validity
have been established for educational research.

Statistical Techniques :

Data analysis involved :

e Descriptive Statistics : Mean, median, mode,
standard de- viation, skewness, and kurtosis to
describe ego attitude levels.

e Inferential Statistics : Independent samples t-
test to compare mean ego scores between
genders.

Analysis and Interpretation :

The collected data were analyzed using descriptive

and inferential statistics. Ego attitude levels were
categorized based on Z-scores, as shown in Table 1.

Table 1: Z-Score Based Ego Attitude Levels

Z-Score | Ego Level | Grade | Description
Range

+2.01 Extremely | A Excessive
and High self-

above centeredness
+1.26 High B Strong self-
to confidence
+2.00

+0.51 | Above C Moderate

to Average self-assurance
+1.25

-0.50 Average D Balanced ego
to

+0.50

-0.51 to | Below E Humble,
-1.25 Average cooperative
-1.26 to | Low F Low self-
-2.00 confidence
-2.01 Extremely | G Lack of self-
and Low assurance
below
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Descriptive Analysis :
The distribution of ego attitude levels among the 51
student-teachers is presented in Table 2.

Table 2 : Ego Attitude Distribution (Total
Sample)

Grade | Ego Level Number | Percentage
A Extremely 1 1.96%
High

B High 10 19.60%

C Above Average | 17 33.33%

D Average 6 11.76%

E Below Average | 11 21.56%

F Low 4 7.84%

G Extremely Low | 2 3.92%

Interpretation :

54.89% of student-teachers (A+B+C) exhibited
above-average to extremely high ego, indicating strong
self-confidence but potential challenges in collabora-
tion. 33.33% (E+F+G) showed below-average to
extremely low ego, suggesting humility but possible
lack of assertiveness.

For male student-teachers (n=33), the distribution is
shown in Table 3.

Table 3 : Ego Attitude Distribution (Male
Student-Teachers)

Grade | Ego Level Number | Percentage
A Extremely High | 1 3.03%

B High 0 0.00%

C Above Average | 8 24.24%

D Average 5 15.15%

E Below Average 6 18.18%

F Low 3 9.09%

G Extremely Low | 10 30.30%

Interpretation :

57.58% of males exhibited below-average to
extremely low ego, indicating humility but potential
lack of leadership. Only 27.27% showed above-
average ego.

For female student-teachers (n=18), the
distribution is shown in Table 4.

Table 4 : Ego Attitude Distribution (Female
Student-Teachers)

Grade | Ego Level Number | Percentage

A Extremely High | 0 0.00%
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B High 0 0.00%
C Above Average 9 50.00%
D Average 1 5.56%
E Below Average 5 27.78%
F Low 1 5.56%
G Extremely Low |2 11.11%

Interpretation :

50% of females exhibited above-average ego,
suggesting strong self- confidence and leadership
potential. 44.44% showed below-average to extremely
low ego, indicating a need for empowerment programs.

t-Test Results :

The t-test compared mean ego attitude scores
between male (M = 135.88, SD = 26.74) and female (M
= 144.48, SD = 20.49) student-teachers.

Table 5 : t-Test Results for Ego Attitude
Group N Mean SD t-Value

Male 18 | 135.88 26.74 -1.28
Female 33 | 144.48 20.49

Results :

At df = 49 and 0.01 significance level, the table t-
value is 1.98, while the obtained t-value is -1.28. Since |-
1.28| < 1.98, the null hypothesis (H3) is accepted,
indicating no significant difference in mean ego attitude
scores between genders.

Major Findings :

1. 54.89% of student-teachers exhibited above-

average ego, indicating strong self-confidence.

2. 57.58% of male student-teachers showed below-
average to extremely low ego, sug- gesting
humility but potential lack of assertiveness.

3. 50% of female student-teachers displayed
above-average ego, reflecting leadership
potential.

4. 44.44% of female student- teachers had below-
average to extremely low ego, indicating a need
for empowerment.

5. Nosignificant difference was found in mean ego
attitude scores between male and female
student-teachers (t = -1.28, p > 0.01).

Conclusions :

The study reveals that ego attitudes among B.Ed.
student-teachers vary, with a signif- icant proportion
exhibiting above-average ego, which can enhance
leadership but may hinder collaboration if unchecked.
Males tend to have lower ego levels, potentially affect-
ing their assertiveness, while females show higher ego
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levels, indicating confidence but requiring balance to
avoid self-centeredness. The lack of significant gender
differences suggests that ego attitude is influenced more
by individual and contextual factors than gender alone.
Balanced ego development is crucial for effective
teaching, emphasizing the need for targeted interventions
in teacher training programs.

Suggestions :

Based on the findings, the following

recommendations are proposed:

1. Organize work - shops on emotional intelligence
and leadership to enhance self-confidence
among low-ego student-teachers.

2. Incorporate self-awareness and mental health
modules in the B.Ed. curriculum to foster
balanced ego development.

3. Provide counseling for students with extremely
low ego to boost self-esteem.

4. Promote positive ego utilization through
training on effective teaching strategies.

5. Encourage collaborative activities to balance
high ego levels and foster teamwork.
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